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Guidebook for Costume Inventory 

Data Entry

This Guidebook is designed to help you enter the best descriptions

of your garments.  Each section has information to help you fill in the

fields in the Costume Pieces screen.

1)  Examples of garment types

2)  Parts of a garment

Differences between Men’s and Women’s garments

3)   Garment Details descriptions

4)  How to measure a garment for size & Size Charts

5)  Fabric/color patterns

6)  Fabric Samples (you can cut your own or purchase them from Costume Inventory Resources)

7)  Ring Sizes

8)  Credits

I recommend that you get a 1" binder with 8 dividers and put each section behind its

own tab.  Reprint the Title page to go on the front of the binder.  At the end of the

document is a page to print for the binder spine. 

This book is designed for customers of Costume Inventory Resources

and to accompany the Become The Expert lessons. Not all diagrams

are perfect and there are fabric & patterns that I may have left out - but

it is a good reference to start working with.

All text is copyrighted by Costume Inventory Resources, 2020.  The images are from

a variety of sources - see credits.

This book may be duplicated for school/theatre use.  PDF copies are available at

www.costumeinventory.com .

http://www.costumeinventory.com


1) Examples of garment types 
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Additional diagrams can be found at :

http://visual.merriam-webster.com/clothing-articles/clothing.php
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http://www.fedoras.com/hat-styles

http://www.realmenrealstyle.com/hat-infographic/

Hats
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2) Parts of a garment
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 Differences between Men’s and women’s garments:

Men: In the USA, a man's shirt always buttons left over right (as you are wearing it). 

The sleeves and body of a man's shirt will be longer and the shoulders broader than

a women’s shirt.

Women:  A woman's shirt usually, but not always, buttons right over left. Some

designers, Ralph Lauren in particular, have their women's shirts button like the man's. 

Sweaters can button on either side for women.

Women's shirts and jackets are designed to fit a woman's shape. They're fuller in the

bust area and usually have darts placed along the sides of the bust area to fit and

they're narrower toward the waist. Jackets have shorter sleeves and the jacket part is

shorter too because women have shorter arms and shorter torso's than men.

Bustline darts are only on women's shirts. Waistline darts in front almost always on

women's only.  Waistline darts on the back can be on both men’s (slim styles) and

women’s shirts.
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3) Garment Details Descriptions
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Bodice Styles
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Dress Measurements

1) Shoulder
2) Bust
3) Waist
4) Sleeve Length
5) Hem
6) Total Length
7) Hip (7-9" below the waist)

Shirt Measurements (Male and Female)

1) Bust / Chest 5) Sleeve Length

2) Waist 6) Shoulder

3) Bottom Hem 7) Back Length

4) Chest  8) Front Length

4) How to measure a garment for size

Excellent information on measuring a shirt:

https://www.ratioclothing.com/help/measure-a-shirt

Info on measuring a Jacket:

http://www.askandyaboutclothes.com/clothing/style-tips/how-to-measure-a-jacket/
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Size Charts - To figure the size of a garment based on the measurements:

Misses Sizes Juniors

Women
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Men
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5) Fabric/color patterns

Solid Floral

Polka dot Small Pattern

Plaid Argyle



Herringbone Houndstooth

Stripes Tweed

Gingham Blocks



Geometric Scroll

Checks

Paisley

Batik Fleur de lis



Animal Print Abstract

African Asian

Indian Camouflage



Embellishments

Beading Smocking

Quilting Feathers

Embroidery - Mexican Embroidery - Ukranian/Russian



6) Fabric Samples

Cotton Muslin Loose weave cotton/Homespun

 Denim Twill Cotton/Polyester

Polyester Acetate Satin



 Lamé Organza Lace

Knit Lycra/Spandex Sequin Dot

 Wool Flannel Linen



Tulle Netting Mesh / Athletic mesh

Voile Velour/Velveteen Panne Velvet

Brocade Silk Rayon



Leather  Suede Vinyl / Fake Leather

Fake Fur Fleece Seersucker

Corduroy Terry Cloth Felt



Tapestry Upholstery Burlap

Nylon         Add your own fabric here  Add your own fabric here

Add your own fabric here Add your own fabric here Add your own fabric here



Source: https://www.seventhcircleartworks.com/sca-ring-size-guides

0 1

inches

2 3 0 10

millimeters

20 30 40 50 60 70

Please ensure that you are printing at 100% when printing this page and that it is not being shrunk to 
fit on the page. Compare the scale bars below with a ruler to be sure the ring sizes are accurate.



8.  Credits:

Garment Types - https://www.pinterest.com/ - various source

Garment details from Vogue Sewing. New York: Harper &amp; Row, 1982. 

Additional garment details:

https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/xmlui/bitstream/handle/1957/24654/ECNO1382.pdf?seq

uence=1

Size charts from www.JCPenny.com

https://www.pinterest.com/
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Print this page and trim to fit in

the Binder Spine.


